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Hello Shell Seekers, 

Can you believe that it is December already? The Shell Club is in full swing, and 
it is so nice to see everyone participating in our activities. Shell Crafters had 20 
people attend in November to make our holiday favors for the upcoming 
luncheon on December 7 at the Manasota Beach Club. Over 50 members have 
signed up to attend. Pam Desruisseaux has chosen Family Promise, a wonderful 
organization, for our donations this year. We thank everyone in advance for their 
kind donations and also thank Co-chairs Pam Desruisseaux and Pam Orozco for 
planning our 2021-2022 Social Events. 

Did you miss the November program presented by Adam Wilson? If so, or you 
wish to see again, it is available on Englewood Shell Club’s YouTube page.  
Believe me, it was a fascinating dive in and through the Gulf Coast waters and 
was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. 

Karen Blackford and I have created an outreach program that introduces 
seashells, sea creatures, and caring for our environment. It is very rewarding to 
educate children, tourists, and people of all ages. Our club will thrive if we 
continue reaching out to those around us. If you have a couple hours each 
month, November thru April, to help coordinate Outreach, we would love to 
establish a team of helpers. We already have several members willing to assist. 

As someone who tries to focus on the LITTLE things, I encourage everyone to 
find Joy, Gratitude, and Abundance with your beloved family and friends this 
Holiday Season. 

I wish each and every one of you a Healthy and Happy 2022, filled with Sunshine  
and Seashells. 

Sincerely,  
Co-President Meredith Blain 

How much did it cost Santa to park his sleigh? 

Nothing, it was on the house! 

http://www.englewoodshell.club


 Bring your Holiday Spirit, wear your festive attire & ESC
name tag and there will be a little surprise for you. 
Buffet with non-alcoholic beverages will be served.

Cost is $35 per person

ESC has selected FAMILY PROMISE OF SOUTH SARASOTA
COUNTY as our Charity of choice for 2021. Your kind donation of

$25 gas cards from local stations, Publix, or Walmart Gift Cards of
any amount will be a blessing to families in need.  

�����������	��
��������������������
����	�����	�����������������	�������������

��������������	���������� �!�������������
�������	�	����"������#�$�%�����	�!��	������
������������	�&������������������	����������������

����������������������������������������������'�

�������
��	
���������

	�

December Shell Study  
Get the Scoop on Conchologists of America, Inc. 

Presented by Meredith, Martha, and Linda  
10 AM-Thursday, December 2 

Cedar Point Environmental Park  

Get in the Holiday Spirit  
  By trimming a Christmas tree with ornaments created by shell crafters  

   10 AM Friday, December 3 
Cedar Point Environmental Park-Englewood 

IT’S ALMOST TIME TO DON YOUR GAY APPAREL!



 

WANTED: Good Stuff 
Lisa Ketner is seeking photos,    
new stories, jokes, recipes, 
quotes, articles, poems and 
memories for the newsletter. 
Please send contributions via 
email. Thank you! 

Ahoy, all excursion lovers!  
Palm Island: Wednesday, January 19 AND 
Thursday, February 10. There are 25 seats 
available per trip. Cost is $40 per trip.  
Fee includes: ferry ride, tip, golf cart, and lunch. 
Departure times and car pooling information  
will be posted in the January newsletter.  
Contact is Excursion Co-Team Leader, Marty 
Atkins, via text.  

Carefree Learners: Experience low tide in 
Sarasota Bay on Thursday, February 17.  
Cost is $20. Contact is Carol Ayres.  
Details and directions will be posted in the 
January Newsletter.

Beachwalk Manasota Key  
9 AM Wednesday, December 8 
Look for Chris Hofer, Kathy Cycak,  
and the club’s shell flag. 

  SHELLCRAFTERS 
 Friday, December 17 

10 AM  
Englewood Elks Club 

Hear Ye Hear Ye…. 
Your membership needs to be  
received by December 15 in order 
to be include in the directory that 
comes out in January.  
Please wear your name tag to 
General meetings and all events.  
Thank you! 

Nine year old special guest, Teddy, was one 
of five lucky people to win door prizes at the 
November General meeting. 

New member, Carolyn Robinette, hit 
the jackpot shelling Venice Beach on 
the morning of November 16. 



Seafood Chowder Recipe  
www.pauladeenmagazine.com

Ingredients: 
¼ cup butter 

1 cup minced onion 
1 cup minced celery 
1 cup minced carrot 

2 teaspoons minced garlic 
½ cup all-purpose flour 

2 (32-ounce) cartons chicken broth 
1 (8-ounce) bottle clam juice 
1 cup heavy whipping cream 

2 pounds red potatoes, cut into ½-inch pieces 
10 sprigs fresh thyme 

2 cups frozen whole-kernel corn, thawed 
1 pound cod or flounder, cut into 1-inch pieces 
1 pound peeled and deveined medium shrimp 

1 (8-ounce) container jumbo lump crabmeat, picked free of shell 
                       1 teaspoon Old Bay seasoning 

Instructions: In a large Dutch oven, melt butter over medium-high heat. 
Add onion, celery, carrot, and garlic, and cook for 6 to 8 minutes or until 
tender. Add flour, and cook, stirring constantly, for 2 minutes. Stir in broth, 
clam juice, and cream. Add potatoes and Old Bay seasoning; bring to a boil 
over medium-high heat. Reduce heat, and simmer for 40 minutes. Stir in 
corn and next 4 ingredients. Return to a simmer, and cook for 5 to 10 
minutes or until fish is cooked through. Garnish with thyme, if desired.


 There are no upcoming 
Super Moons until June 2022.  

Extreme Low Tides

Don Pedro Island
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New Moon 12/4
Full moon 12/19 

 A minus low tide is any  tide that drops below sea level. They are identified on a tide chart
with negative numbers. A minus low tide occurs when the sun & moon are aligned, typically

around the full moon. The pull of both then causes extremes in the low/high tides. 

Lighting of the Boca Grande Lighthouse and Museum  
Saturday, December 11–5:30 to 8 PM

FALALA 

http://www.pauladeenmagazine.com/


In Memory of Jan Plummer 
 

It is with sadness that we have lost a faithful 
member of the Englewood Shell Club but joy in 
remembering her many years of membership, 
who always gave her support to the many 
activities of our club. She was creative with her 
large collection of shells and always giving and 
exchanging them with friends and members for 
shell crafts. Many friends were recipients of her 
shell crafts as gifts in the past years. Jan had 
been a caregiver for her husband these last few 
years but has remained supportive of ESC.  
She will be missed at our meetings and activities.  
Sincerely, 
Eunice Herr
 

 

              A Baby’s Ear Kind of Day! 
About 15 people attended the November 10 beach walk at 
Boca Grande Lighthouse Beach. There were loads of shells 
because of the recent windy days. In fact, ESC members 
were so busy shelling, no one ever sat in a chair or 
congregated in one central location for a picture! One of the 
favorite shells was Baby's Ears; some people found as many 
as 20 or more. There were bubble shells, pear and lightning 
whelk, brilliantly yellow buttercups, huge jingles and many 
white augers, scallops and dosinia among other finds.We will 
hope for good shelling again  Wednesday, December 8 on 
beautiful Manasota Beach. 

 

Turtle: The Incredible Journey (2009)  
A little Loggerhead turtle follows in the path of her ancestors on 
one of the most extraordinary journeys in the natural world. Born 
on a beach in Florida, she rides the Gulf Stream all the way to the 
frozen north and ultimately swims around the entire North Atlantic 
to Africa and back to the beach where she was born. 
Summary Credit: idmb.com    DVD available from Amazon for $11.96 

Did You Know 
Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge is home to beaches that provide 
nesting habitat for sea turtles? There are five species of sea turtle found along 
the Florida coast and each of them is listed as either threatened or endangered.  
Of these, the Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle is known to forage in the waters of the refuge, but does 
not use the islands for nesting. Loggerhead and green sea turtles are the two species that 
regularly nest on Southwest Florida beaches, including Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife 
Refuge. Loggerheads predominantly use refuge beaches with greens occurring less 
frequently.  Source: fws.gov 

   Turtle          
Lover

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0970521/?ref_=ttpl_pl_tt
http://idmb.com


ESC Library Gifted 16 Books by Founding Mother, Barb Myers 

In a reply email to Lisa Ketner, Barb wrote, “Happy that the books arrived safely. 
It was a bittersweet parting with “my library,” collected over 25 years .  
But they are definitely where they should be- and be used. I might just add  
that I have kept one copy of Florida's Fabulous Seashells by Winston Williams.  
It is the first book I would recommend a new Florida sheller to get the basic shells 
of our beaches and has beautiful photos!” 

American Seashells by Abbott, R. T. (1974) New York, NY. D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc. 
Located: Shells. 

Collectible Shells of Southeastern U.S., Bahamas & Caribbean by Abbott, R. T. (1984)  
Melbourne, FL. American Malacologists. Located: Shelling Destinations. 

Compendium of Seashells: A Full-Color Guide to More than 4,200 of the World's Marine Shells 
by Abbott, R. T., and S. P. Dance. (1986) Melbourne, FL. American Malacologists. Located: 
Shells. 

Seashells of North America: A Guide to Field Identification  by Abbott, R. T. (1968)  Golden 
Press, Western Publishing Company. Located: Shells. 

1001 Questions Answered about the Seashore by Berrill, N.J. and Jacquelyn. (1976)  New 
York, NY. Dover Publications Inc. Located: Misc. 

Shells (Smithsonian Handbook) by Dance, S. Peter; Matthew Ward. (2002) New York, NY. Dk 
Publishing. Located: Shells.  

The World’s Shells: A Guide for Collectors by Dance, S. Peter. (1976) New York, NY. McGraw 
Hill Book Company. Located: Shells. 

The Sea Shell Island by Dormer, Elinore Mayer (1979) Tallahassee, FL. Rose Printing 
Company. Located: Misc. 

A Collector's Guide to Seashells of the World by Eisenberg, M. Jerome; William E. Old, Jr. 
(1981) McGraw-Hill Book Company. Located: Shells. 

The Sanibel Shell Guide by Greenberg, Margaret H.; Nancy J. Olds; Roberta White Martin. 
(1992) Sanibel Island, FL. Anna Pub. Located: Florida Shells. 

Bivalve Seashells of Florida by Hartmann, Trish (2006) Tampa, FL. Anadara Press.  Located: 
Florida Shells. 

Marine Shells of Northeast Florida by Lee, H. G. (2009) Jacksonville, FL. The Jacksonville 
Shell Club. Located: Florida Shells. 

Living Shells of the Caribbean and Florida Keys by Lipe, Robert E.; R. T. Abbott (1991)  
Melbourne, FL. American Malacologist Inc. Located: Florida Shells. 

Fossil Vertebrates Beach and Bank Collecting for Amateurs by Thomas, M. C. (1968)  M. C. 
Thomas. Located: Fossils. 

Florida's Living Beaches: A Guide for the Curious Beachcomber by Witherington, Blair & Dawn 
(2007 & 2017) Sarasota, FL. Pineapple Press. (4-copies) Located: Florida Shells. 

Gems To Treasure of Seashells and Friendship by Wittkopf, Harlan E. (2008) Algona, IA. Shell 
Island Resources Inc. Located: Misc.  



The Fearless Slipper Snail 
      November 12, 2021 | Edited by José H. Leal, PhD, Science Director & Curator,  
   Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum    Photo Credit: Meredith Blain 

“Is that Spotted Slipper Snail safe piggybacking on the operculum of a young Horse 
Conch? When feeding, the conch extends out of its shell. Consequently, the operculum 
will be on the opposite end of the head (and mouth), as that hard structure is 
permanently attached onto the rear part of the foot. So, in spite of the alluring “smells” 
emanating from the slipper snail, it’d be virtually impossible for the conch to reach back 
and eat it, as long as the latter remains attached. And, in that sweet spot, the slipper 
snail is relatively safe from other predators! The photo was taken by Meredith Blain 
(Englewood Shell Club) in late October 2021 on Sanibel Island. She originally sent the 
image to me asking whether the snail was safe on the operculum.”  

AS OF NOVEMBER 16, WE HAVE 26 NEW MEMBERS! 
Welcome Joe Austin, Clair Beckmann, Tim Blain, Kathleen Buckholtz. 
Kathy Castle, Dondi Davis, Edward Davis, Dotty Dion, Diane Gallagher, 
Carole McConnell, Mike O’Brien, Linda Peterson, Holly Regar, Kim 
Roberts, Carolyn Robinette, Laura Sage, Barbara Sauceman, Jackie 
Schneider, Diane Thomas, Anne and Tom Walker, Joanne Walsh, Susan 
Watson, Pat Weaver, Holly Wilson, and Kathy Zehr.  

The Greeters’ Team Wants YOU!   
See Marilyn Boyd if you would enjoy welcoming 

members and guests to General meetings. 

https://catalog.shellmuseum.org/shells/southwest-florida-shells/crepidula-maculosa
https://catalog.shellmuseum.org/shells/southwest-florida-shells/triplofusus-giganteus
https://catalog.shellmuseum.org/shells/southwest-florida-shells/triplofusus-giganteus


  Shell Stories and More! 
The November meeting featured local diver Adam 
Wilson who shared his experiences growing up 
shelling local beaches and now, as a scuba diver, 
his adventures underwater exploring wrecks like 
the Bayronto in the water of Boca Grande. If you 
missed his talk or wish to see it again, it’s 
available on the ESC YouTube channel. 
 

 

 My Way Of Shelling by Amanda Collett 
Go along with Amanda as she shares her shelling adventures in 
Florida with readers. Here she shares the shelling tips she has learned 
through her years of beach combing, including how to properly clean 
shells and how to identify them. Includes beautiful photos of her amazing 
finds as well as the gorgeous artwork she creates with shells from her 
extensive collection. Visit Seashell City on the Internet to purchase . 

 They Wanted to Go and Go They Did!  
Enthusiastic Englewood Shell Club members spent 
May 21-26, shelling Eleuthera, the Bahamas, on the 
first ever ESC International Expedition! Our group 
hit the water the very first afternoon and most days 
shelled at least two locations on Eleuthera, an 
island100 miles long, but only three miles wide. 
Bobbie and Jim Cordy of the Astronaut Trail Shell 
Club were guides. Our group looked for shells and 
watched feather duster, Christmas tree ,and fire-
worms swimming among the colorful fish. We also 
saw the sea fans sway in the gentle waves and 
marveled at the glory of live flamingo tongues.  
Our group shelled not only tropical reefs and ocean 
bays, but also a saline pond known for its black 
shells and another pond that features mahogany-
colored egg cockles and lots of ice cream cone 
shells produced by a marine worm. The Black Lace 
Murex of the Salt Pond is found nowhere else in the 
world. Thanks to Ruth who worked for more than a 
year deciding on a location, finding guides, 
confirming arrangements, and communication with 
members, the trip was a resounding success!  

Left to Right: Linda Powers, 
Marilyn Boyd, Debbie 
Freeman, Ruth Middlebrooks, 
and Anita Wilson. This story 
was published in the Sept. 
2006 Newsletter. Note: We 
checked, but remain  unsure 
who authored the article, 
which has been slightly 
modified by Lisa K. 

Shell  

Lover



Where Does the Spirobranchus giganteus Live?  
"Christmas tree worm" is the common name for a marine worm that 
lives on tropical coral reefs around the world. Christmas tree 
worms come in a variety of bright colors. Each worm has two 
brightly colored crowns that protrude from its tube-like body.  
These Christmas tree-like crowns are composed of radioles, or 
hair-like appendages radiating from the worm’s central spine. 
These appendages are used for respiration and to catch dinner, 
which typically consists of microscopic plants, or phytoplankton, 
floating in the water.These worms (averaging about 1.5 inches in 
length) are sedentary, meaning that once they find a place they 
like, they don’t move much. In fact, while the colorful crowns of 
these worms are visible, most of their bodies are anchored in 
burrows that they bore into live coral. When startled, Christmas 
tree worms rapidly retract into their burrows, hiding from would-be 
predators. Source and Photo: www. oceanservice.noaa.gov 

In Memory of Jan Plummer 
Former ESC member Jan Plummer passed away recently. Jan befriended me as soon 
as I joined the club, partly because she was from Duluth, MN, and we had a cabin in 
NW Wisconsin, so Duluth was our town for shopping as well as a kick-off point for the 
North Shore of Lake Superior which we both loved. She always had a friendly welcome, 
maybe a bit of advice, and always a smile.  
Jan was active in the club until her husband became very ill and was in Hospice for 
several years and Jan needed to care for him full time. Frank recovered some and has 
survived Jan, but even when he was better, she felt her place was being with him. Jan 
was a master artist and shell crafter. She came to all our sessions and created lovely 
things. Yet she always had an encouraging word for those of us less talented, but still 
enjoying our sessions. I remember one time when most members created lovely artistic 
sprays of shells on glass vases, whereas I simply covered the entire cylinder with shells 
that I had found, cleaned and sprayed. Most folks said, “Well, that's interesting.” But 
Jan exclaimed, “Gracious Eileen, that will make a wonderful candle holder! Can't you 
just see the light flickering through those beautiful shells!” I still use it that way as a 
dining room table centerpiece every winter.  
And another time, when she could tell I was so delighted with the necklace I had made 
under the tutelage of Linda Thompson of Creative Framing and Gift Gallery, Venice, 
who led ShellCrafters then, she said, ”You know, Eileen, Linda teaches this in a class at 
the South Venice Community Center again in 10 days. Come if you want to make 
another couple!” That was the funny thing, Jan always called me Eileen. I corrected her 
at least six times, but then forgot about it. Even after I became president and someone 
would say, “Well, Anita….” Then two minutes later, Jan came up with ” Well, Eileen, I 
think….”  
Such is the charm of Shell Club! We are friends, regardless of our names! 
Sincerely,  
Anita Wilson 

http://oceanservice.noaa.gov


TEN More Merchandise Orders Needed Before We Can Place an Order 
We have Ladies V neck short sleeve tees available to order. 
Color choices are lime, coral, aquatic blue, raspberry and 
sangria. Men’s crew neck short sleeve tees multiple colors 
available.  Unisex hoodies available colors are ash, 
charcoal, royal, sangria, neon pink. You may bring in any 
personal item of clothing and have our logo embroidered on the 
item for $8. When we have a total of 36 pieces she can place the 
order. It will take approximately five weeks to arrive. Checks for 
items purchased can be made out to ESC. There are also some 
cloth card holders (of course made of shell fabric) for $10. Also 
for sale, we still have some 25 year anniversary decals. Cost: $3 
each or 2 for $5 and a few whelk pins at $5 a piece.  

Contact Merchandise Team Leader, Patti Redmond, to place your order.  

TO Do List:  
Order  
ESC  

Merchandise




