



 

The Shell Scoop December 2025 
President: Lori Smith, escprez@gmail.com Newsletter Editor: Lisa Ketner 

My heart is truly full from the incredible generosity our members showed our community. Our 
recent donation to St. David’s Jubilee Center was a tremendous success and will make a real 
difference for many individuals and families who are struggling to make ends meet. Moments 
like these remind me how special this club is and how blessed we are to be able to give back in 
such meaningful ways. 

We were also so fortunate to have John Jacobs as our speaker at the November meeting. His 
presentation was informative and enjoyable, and we are grateful for the time he shared with us. If 
anyone has suggestions for future speakers, please don’t hesitate to let me know.  I will do my 
very best to make those connections happen! 

Our trip to Anclote was nothing short of fantastic! The weather was warm and beautiful, the 
shells were plentiful, and the return trip featured a fun, spontaneous sing-along to Neil 
Diamond’s “Sweet Caroline” that had everyone smiling. While this month’s beach walk started 
off a bit chilly, it quickly warmed up and turned into a wonderful time of shells, sunshine, and 
friendship. Be sure to look for the ESC flag (let me know if you cannot see it) if you’d like to 
join in on any upcoming beach walks! 

We have many exciting activities coming up, so please be sure to stop by all the information 
stations, set up at the general meetings, to learn what’s new and get signed up. We also send out 
numerous emails on upcoming events with the way to get in touch with the team leader for that 
activity.  There’s always something fun on the horizon with the Englewood Shell Club! 

I would like to wish each of you a very Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a very Happy 
New Year!!!  See you all in January for the 30th year of the Englewood Shell Club!! 

With shells of gratitude, 
Lori 
ESC President  
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NO December Study Group, ShellCrafters, or Beachwalk. 

SAVE the DATE: Study Group January 2026 
Join Study Group Team Leader Homer Rhode: Monday, January 5 @ 1PM 
inside the Elsie Quick Library Meeting Room. Stay tuned for details!  

AHOY! FOSSIL DIG Central Florida! 
Friday, December 11, 8:30AM-1PM  

Fossil dig with Fossil Recovery Explorations (FRE) 
Owner/Operator Chris Mandell. RSVP ESCexcursions@gmail.com  
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POT LUCK, RAFFLES, FELLOWSHIP, SURPRISES, & MORE! 
1-3PM TUESDAY DECEMBER 9 @ ST. DAVID’S PARISH HALL 

(Doors Open 12:30PM. Team Leaders on hand with sign up sheets!) 



PEARLS OF THE MONTH  
Submitted by Lori Smith  

Remember to take two shell bags when you go shelling. One to collect 
shells and one to collect trash. Shellers who pick up litter make a significant 
positive impact on the environment by directly removing harmful debris, 
protecting wildlife from injury or ingestion, and helping preserve of beautiful 
coastline for turtle generations. Every piece of trash collected makes our 
beaches safer, healthier, and more enjoyable for everyone.  



SAVE THE DATE: CAREFREE LEARNERS! 
Monday, February 2, 2026. $30 p.p. Details coming soon.  

A MESSAGE OF THANKS 
Greetings fellow shellers!  
All I can say is THANK YOU, THANK YOU, and THANK YOU!! Your 
generosity truly touched so many hearts. Lisa Eloff and I delivered the 
donations collected at our November General Meeting to the St. David’s 
Jubilee Center the very next morning, and we were thanked more times 
than we could count! 
They were incredibly grateful for everything that was given and especially 
thrilled to receive the personal hygiene items and pet food, which are 
always in great need. Seeing their appreciation was a powerful reminder of 
what makes our club so special. 
I am so proud that our shared love of shelling and community service has 
kept our club strong for 30 wonderful years, and I’m excited to help keep 
the tradition of giving alive for the next 30 years! 
We will be collecting donations again at our December General Meeting / 
Potluck. Please remember to bring non-perishable food items, personal 
hygiene products, and pet food. 
Kindly note: No gift cards, please. 
Thank you again for showing what true sheller hearts look like!  
With shells of gratitude, 
Lori Smith, ESC President 



Outreach Volunteer Opportunities  
Sign Up Sheets Available @ EVERY General Meeting  

February 6-7 Sarasota Shell Show and Marine Life Festival. Volunteers 
receive free admission! 

February 13 Bay Fest: Linda Powers presents Shells 101 
The program will be presented to the Englewood community in the Elsie 
Quirk Library upstairs Meeting Room. Volunteers sought to “work” either 
the Scientific or Shell Craft table. Approximately 3 hours. 

March 6, 9AM: Kathy Cycak presents Shells 101 
The program will be presented under the main pavilion located at the North 
Jetty (100 S. Casey Key Rd, Nokomis) Event involves set up, presentation, 
and breakdown. Approximately 3 hours.  

NOVEMBER 7: ANCLOTE KEY 



NOVEMBER 13:ENGLEWOOD BEACH 

NOVEMBER 18: GENERAL MEETING 



HEY!  
Diane Casey says: Merchandise! Order your 30th anniversary Merch folks!  
We have new logos and designs. Order at each meeting and receive your items 
the following month. We’ll have new items at every meeting. Come check it out!




